The  W  seller*  and  arocl 
New  York  otty  her*  bee 
point.  The  various  tend 
city  have  been  engaged  in 
various  articles  o I  creche 
ware  to  tlieir  customers,  a 
ducnment  to  purchase  tea. 
t  he  crockery  sellers  four 
were  decreasing  on  account 
of  the  tea  sellers  and  tbnrj 
but  without  effect.  Tfc 
crockery  dealers  held  a  m 
•ol ved  to  sell  u-a  and  ooffe 


miles  in  droumferenos  land  is  called 

Pels,  and  in  their  ignorance  and  super¬ 
stition  they  believed  that  an  eruption 
was  her  exprearion  of  anger  for  their 
misdeeds,  and  at  the  first  indication  of 
an  overflow  they  used  to  offer  plenteous 
sacrifices  in  the  way  of  pigs,  sheep  and 
poultry.  There  is  no  record  of  human 
sacrifice  ever  having  been  offered,  but 
it  is  not  entirely  improbable  that  before 
the  advent  of  the  missionaries  they  took 
this  means  of  disposing  Of  an  occasional 


uibule 


w  _ _ _ their 

stores  at  strictly  wholesale  prices  ! .. 

Irish  bids  fair  to  be  put  upon  the  fist 
with  the  “  dead  "  language*  In  a  paper 
recently  read  tfefore  the  London  Statisti¬ 
cal  Society,  it.  was  stated  that  In  1871 
the  area  in  which  Irish  wag  spoken  had 
decreased  from  10.000  square  miles  in 
1851  to  6,000.  while  the  number  ol  peo¬ 
ple  speaking  it  had  decreased  during  the 
same  twenty  years  from  l.SQfiOOO  to  600,- 
000,  of  whom  leas  than  400,000  spoke 
Irish  only.  It  is  also  laid  that  through 
out  Ireland  there  are  now  probably  not 
5,000  persons  who  can  read  sin  Irish  book, 
and  not  a  single  Irish  pafiar  is  being 
published  in  the  country. 

M.  Lacerdo  has  given  mash  attention 
to  the  character  and  effect  qf  the  venom 
of  the  rattlesnake.  The  poison  seems  to 
be  of  the  nature  of  a  ferment.  The  red 
corpuscles  of  the  blood,  of  animals  bitten 
by  a  snake  begin  to  display  small  bril¬ 
liant  points  oa  the  surfacg,  which  in- 
crea»  rapidly  hi  nnmber.  and  then  the 
globules  unite  with  each  other,  forming 
a  paste  which  cannot  circulate  through 
the  veins.  Affected  bipod,  if  introduced 
into  the  circulation  tol  other  animals,  will 
produce  the  same  symptoms  and  fatal 
termination  as  original  rirus.  The 
author  believes  that  the  best  antidote 
for  snake-poisoning  is  alaobol,  which 
may  be  given  to  the  patient  to  drink  or 
may  be  administered  subcutaneously. 


Mixes  alphabet  icaliy  *r 
are  any  mail  deliv«ry  as 

Mtby  wat4r,  *«d  as  the 

from  the  south  is  but 
Saks,  and  from  up  the 
be  days.  It  follows  that 
br  the  greater  part  of  the 
xcept  by  a  few  clerks, 
re  little  to  do  except  to 


But  when,  as  sometimes  happens,  the 
learner  from  the  south  arrives  the  same 
ay  as  the  one  from  the  north,  a  Euro- 
•an  steamer  a  day  or  two  before,  or  just 
tiling,  and  the  river  mail  dawn  about 
ie  same  time,  then  the  old  postoflice 
rakes  up  into  life  and  activity. 

Its  gloomy  balls  are  thronged  with 
lerchaats  and  clerks,  strsogers  and  citi- 

sns.  mshinw&kruit  mid  carry - 


When  I  went  into  the  hall  Miss  Gai 
*d  contrived  to  be  there  to  bid 
I  n«y<r  th<ra*bt  of 


*•  the  American  steamer  only 
six  hours  in  port,  a  world  pi  writing  has 
to  be  done  in  this  sport  time  to  answer 
ail  the  correspondence,  and  there  is  no 
rest  for  the  merchants  or  their  clerks, 
until  after  the  steamer  is  gone. 

When  the  mail  arrives  at  the  post- 
office  it  Is  not  sorted  in  an  orderly  man¬ 
ner.  as  with  us,  but  the  bkgs  are  taken 
into  a  large  inner  room,  dimly  lighted, 
and  emptied  out  upon  a  long  table  let¬ 
ter*  and  paper*  all  together— and  here 
the  clerical  Work  ceases,  aad  the  public 
rush  in  and  make  their  own  selection. 

Now  ensue*  a  scene  of  confusion  which 
you  must  witness  to  fully  appreciate. 

As  the  table  has  but  pur  sides,  aud 
these  are  linsd  by  perhaps  fifty  or  sixty 
people,  while  three  or  four  times  as  many 
more  are  waiting  for  a  chance  behind, 
and  the  table  is  filled  so  fall  that  often 
the  letters  and  payers  slip  off  on  the 
flbor,  and  ad  every  letter  and  package 
must  go  through  every  man’s  hands  be¬ 
fore  he  Is  satisfied  that  he  has  got  all 
that  belongs  to  him,  you  may  imagine 
that  it  is  a  work  of  time  and  uncertainty 
to  get  one’s  letters. 

In  a  day  ox  two  the  large  table  is 
pretty  well  cleared,  and  what  is  left  is 
removed  to,*  smaller  one  pear  the  main 

goes,  at  any  hour  the  offle*  Is  open,  anfl 
searches  for  letters  and  pnpers  without 
let  or  hinderance. 


Professor  Grote  thinks  that  the  Indian 
oora  plant  originally  grew  wild^n  the 
slopes  of  the  Rocky  mountain  region, 
and  on  the  sides  of  the  valfap  of  the  Col¬ 
orado.  It  was  cultivated  by  the  early 
men  of  that  region,  who  were  Asiatic 
emigrants  in  pre-glacial  times.  The 
cliff  dwellers  and  mound  builders  cul¬ 
tivated  maize.  The  plant  was  proba¬ 
bly  at  first  single-cared,  anfl  the  grain 
smaller.  Professor  Grote  bflieves  that 
its  present  yield  might  be  8*111  increased 
by  planting  corn  from  plan  to  producing 
the  largest  number  of  pars,  so  that  final¬ 
ly  a  more  numerously-eared  variety 
may  be  introduced. 


glace  "know  how  those  immovable  bil¬ 
lows  look  easy  enough  to  skip  across, 
but  doubtless  the  memory  of  those 
treacherous  fissures,  the*  sliding  foot¬ 
steps  and  the  awful  pctisibUitim  .sug¬ 
gested  by  them  are  still  fresh  enough  in 
their  memory  to  enable  them  to  compre¬ 
hend  me  when  I  say  that  it  seemed  as 
if  the  crossing  of  that  crater  were  des¬ 
tined  never  to  end.  Over  wares  which 
snapped  beneath  our  feet  as  ice  crackles 
when  trodden  upon ;  across  seams  and 
crevices  which  seemed  miles  hi  depth; 
sometimes  mounting  the  crest  of  a  bil¬ 
low  ;  sometimes  lost  in  the  trough  of  the 
sea;  exhausted  withAbs  vertical  rags  of  a 
tropical  sun ;  suffocated  with  sulphurous 
vapors ;  over  reoenL  flows  of  lava  so  hot 
that  the  soies  of  our  shoes  became  al¬ 
most  unbearable,  and  on  which  ws  could 
net  stop  for  an  instant's  breath  lest  the 
fumes  should  overcome  us ;  fly  log  terror- 
stricken  from  a  yielding  billow,  only  to 
fall  headlong  and  lie  pierced  with  lava, 
or  he  blistered  with  Urn  heat;  turning 
backward,  then  rasing  despairingly 
forward,  vibrating  between  a  shame  to 
tetreat  and  an  awful  fear  to  go  for* 
ward,  slaking  exhausted,  to  rise  again 
for  one  grand  effort,  at  last  the  shore  of 
Haiereanman  is  reached,  Again  disap. 
pointment  claims’us  (or  its  own,  for  in* 

.a _ J  -4 _ a  U«*a  ren 


wo  *  ;  n 

does  me  no  good.  I  am  better  alone. 
(Jo  down— please  go  down." 

“  But  I’m  not  going  down  oront,  leav¬ 
ing  you  in  this  state,"  I  said,  throwing 
down  bat  and  bundles  and  trying  to  take 
her  in  mg  arms. 

Bat  she  resisted  my  tenderness. 

“  No  matter  for  me,"  she  sobbed.  “  t 
shall  be  better  soon  oat  of  the  way,  per* 

“Maiy,  darling,"  I  said,  at  my  wits* 
end.  “  if  you  won’t  let  m*  stay,  at  least 
let  me  send  Miss  Camps  ted  up. 

“  That  woman  1"  cried  my  wife,  with 
hysterical  anguish—"  no  1  Do  you  want 
her  to  poison  me?  It  is  bad  enougn  that 
she  hag-ruined  my  home." 

I  was  thunderstruck. 

"Poison  yon!— ruined  your  home!  Miss 
Competed f  What  do  you  mean,  Mary? 
Areyoucrasy?  I  thought  you  considered 
her  invaluable,"  I  repeated,  still  dazed 
and  nervous.  v.  [ 

*'  Invaluable!"  murmured  Mary, great) 

fna ra  runnins  Kre  nala  ..ViaoW*  . 


Never  toll  a  i 


Experiments  in  the  inoculation  o 
horse-pox  have  been  made  by  some 
French  savant.  In  tb«  early  part  of  this 
year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  hor»e*pox 
in  some  parts  ok  France.  A  while  bone 
having  been  selected  for  tbs  experiment, 
its  virus  was  carefully  oollected.  and 
seven  young  soldiers  who  had  never  been 
vaccinated  were  inoculated  with  it.  Up¬ 
on  six  of  these  subjects  it  proved  she 
cessfml.  Fo»r  of  these  were  made  use 
of  for  the  Inoculation  of  sixty- four  other 
men.  eight  of  whom  had  never  been 
vaccinated.  The  result  was  that  in 
forty  cases  characteristic  pustules  were 
ofitafoed.  Then  h‘  number  of  calves 
were  inoculated,  and  tbeii  virus  was 
used  for  vaccination;  but  in  this  oase 
there  were  only  forty-eight  per  cent,  of 
successful  cases,  and  in  the  former  ex* 
periments  there  Were  sixty-four  per 
cent.  This  seems  to  show  that  the  horse- 
pox  virus  is  weakened  by  pasting  through 
the  calf  system. 


tears  running  down  har  pale  cheeks; 
"  can  I  like  a  serpent?  'Can  I  like  onej 
who  has  stolen  from  me  all  that  made* 
my  life  blessed— my  husband’s  love?  I 
hate  her!  Go!  go!  She  haatold  me,  oli, 
such  miserable  things!  Leate  me:  Miss 
Camps  ted  is  down  stain,"  'and  she  fell 
to  shuddering. 

I  have  heard  that  an  innocent  man  al-’ 
ways  has  his  weapons  about  him.  I 
don't  lielieve  it.  At  afy  events,  it  was 
not  so  in  my  case.  So  obtuse  and  con¬ 
fused  was  I  at  this  entirely  new  phase  of 
matuks  that  it  took  a  minute  and  twenty 
seconds  before  the  real  import  of  her 
words  reached  my  ednsdou-'new.  I  am 
quite  positive  of  that  fact  for  mechanic¬ 
ally  I  was  following  with  my  eye  the 
bands  of  the  dock  in  the  corner.  Then 
it  dawned  on  me  by  degrees,  and  Mary, 
after  a  white,  told  me  a  pitiful  story. 


Under  the  Crret. 

The  reportet  was  passing  down  North 
Commercial  street.last  evening,  loo]  ting 
out,  as  usual,  for  bits  of  news.  Across 
the  street,  sitting  on  the  edge  of  the  side¬ 
walk,  with  tottered  dress,  bare  head  and 
shoe  lew  fret,  was  a  little  ^rl  about  nine 
yean  old^  crying  as  though  her  heart 
would  break  if  fhe  bitter  tears  did  not 
o’er  flow.  Attracted  by  1  anything  un¬ 
usual,  the  reporter  paused  a  moment,  in 
doubt  whether  to  go  to  b4r  or  not.  But 
in  that  brief  lapse  of  time  entered  an¬ 
other  man  upon  the  stage:  and  his  com¬ 
ing,  as  it  proved,  rendered  the  scene  all 
tne  more  complete.  His  luce,  eyes,  gar¬ 
ments,  betokened,  the  Irunk.-ird — one 
who  thirsted  after  drink,  and  whose  lipe 
and  tongue  were  always  perched.  Rough 
iw.Untf  mwm,  » n1n*A  observer 


have  been  pressing  forward  to  an  ap¬ 
parently  stagnant  pool  of  steel-gray  fluid, 
occasionally  flecked  with  a  dull  red. 


This  is  all  we  see  at  first,  for  the  blind* 
ing  heat  prevent*  our  prolonged  gas e  as 
the  foil  splendor  of  a  cloudless  sun  corn* 
pels  us  instantly  to  withdraw  our  eyes. 
After  standing  some  time  the  heat  be- 
•  omee  more  endurable  and  we  disco viy 
the  whole  surface  of  tbs  lake*  a  sluggish 
motion  which  indicates  a  current;  soon 
i  he  waves  begin  to  rise.  Higher,  higher 
they  mount,  till  the  Enin  cruet  of.  Iwvfr 
nfidiiy  the  Qrtnehae-  billow  turn  Mm 
madly  to  the  surfao*.  and  then  as  if  the 
itotes  of  the  infernal  regions  had  Uen 
thrown  open  a  thousand  jets  o!  liquid 
lava  leap  into  the  air  like  eo  many  do- 
mona  with  loosened  chains.  They  him 
and  bubble  and  splutttf.  as  if  in  tri¬ 
umphant  revelry  over  stone  lost  soul. 

£ 

earthly  that  it  is  ip  no  wnss  dlfflcnlt  to 
imagine  one’s  ear*  filled  -with  shout*  of 
demoniac  laughter.  i  , 

Ob.  what  horror  and  what  fascination! 

and  we  poor  miserable  mites  of  human* 
Ity  mom  to  hare  been  banished  from  the 
earth  and  Wit  tare  at  the  portal  of  the 
place  promised  in  Scripture  to  those  Who 
do  not  turn  from  tlieir  sins  and  live 
orijebt.  Before  Us  some  of  the  disem¬ 
bodied  spirits  an  already  writhing  in 
the  sm  who*  fire.  are  never  to  bn 
quenched.  After  some  time  the  impulse 
to  throw  ourselves  in  becomes  madden- 
tag,  mid  constantly  we  are  haunted  by  a 
fear  that  the  mental  strata  will  at  last  be 
too  strong,  and  we  will  yield  to  the  lm- 


A  man  employed  on  the  i 
Liam  Potter,  in  Sassafras: 
county.  Md.,  was  dislodged 


forget  that  yon  would  suAr  more 

t  them." 

were  ant  driving.  Bald  Thom 
What  tree,  Angelfai^m  the 
reofous  frelir  AnreW-Oh, 
can  t  l  el),  unless  it  toa  sherry 
Theodore  looked  umi  Merabis 
wa  as  Jiegaaed  into  Angelina's 
d  sold,  "Tbe  axle-tree,  darling." 


koeD  on  the  walk  W approached  the 
spot  where  sat  the  child.  His  dull  ears 
caught  the  sound  of  sobsj  his  footsteps 
were  Arrested,  and,  fixing, hie  eyes  upon 
»«  still  weeping  girl,  be  Reeled  toward 
! lire  side,  bent  over  her,  aud  with  thick 
tongue  asked  whytihe  Wept.  The  re¬ 
porter  stood-  near,  add  wafrhed  the  con¬ 
tact  of  these  two  wretched  beings  with 
lu*,“  In  answer  to  that 

W  the  child  replied 
I  driven  her  out  of 
[  her  with  curses  and 

- - -  y~-  w...r  door  that  had  ever 

opened  to  hex;  and  that  she  was  afraid 


is  considerable  silv#  In  the  house  and 
some  little  gold  in  the  way  of  watches 
and  chains,  wluch  are,  besides,  valuable 
as  heir- looms.  I  don’t  Hke  the  visiio/s 
—I  don  t  tfke  the  brother.” 

"  Now  von  ar 
kind."  said  Mary. 


were  arrvttu-u.  anu,  DXIBUIS 

At  still  weeping  girl,  be  reek 

•tongue  asked  whyJtheWtept. 
porter  stood  Pear,  and  wafrhe< 


trust  her 
.  even  ruy 
laughing.  "And 
F  middle-aged, and 
,  .  .  ,  women  wear  so 

w.-ll  -she  looks  almost  like  a  younggirl 
wuIa  her  cap  and  spectacle*  off,  and  her 
lniirdre&»e<r differently.  You  vrill  ££ 
for  I  liave  persuaded  her  to  dispeiwe 
with  both  to-morrow.” 

To  morrow  presented  Miss  Campstcd 
vs  a  young  lady  of  perhaps  twenty-two 
>r  three— not  a  year  older,  according  to 
appearance— and  yet  yesterday  she  looked 

Tfie  ripple  in  her  hair  ran  to  a  carl 
now.  Hie  spectacles  gone,  disclosed 
beautiful  eye*  fringed  with  long,  soft 
.ashes  She  noticed  my  look  of  sug- 
pnse.  and  smiled,  as  she  said : 

••  I  have  worn  cape  since  I  was  thirty 
but  your  wife  has  persuaded  tnc  to  leave 
them  off  for  *  while.  Do  yotil  too.  t)  ink 
rt  an  improvement?” 

"  I  certainly  do,"  yu  my  xsply.  "fqr 
I  hate  caps  and  abominate  spectacles  ’ 


rough  man’s  inqi 


Enormous  Lund  Salts. 

It  is  safe  to  assume  that  Uficle  Sam 
l  '  "rgwt  operator  in  ^oabfiptatwon  t< 
faoe  of  the  globe,  not  counting  such  liti 
operations  as  the  purcliase  ofXlaska,  n< 
referring  to  Siurto  Doming*  which  1 
did  not  buy.  A*  it  is,  this  fiovernmoi 
lias  all  the  land  it  can  comffirtably  coi 
tral  aad  a  vast  deal  more  timn  will  1 
improved  for  long  year*  to  oome.  As 


mat  strong  arm,  pressed  her  p 
face  to  his  breast,  and  who  can  tel 
he  thought  or  what  he  differed 
scalding  tears  burst  froni'his  ey 
rolled  down  his  bloated,  cheeks 


ax^jstranr 

awl  t  list  If  1/wxVw  Itla  _ 


allow  her  to  see  the  gentlemau  alone. 

Of  course  I  consented,  keeping  strict 
guard,  however,  outside  the  aotir.'  ’ 

For  some  time  the  conversation  went 
on  to  a  low  tone;  then,  gradually.  Miss 
Camnated’s  voice  changed  to  entreaty. 
Sobs  folk) wed  and  bitter  weeping. 

.Suddenly  in  came  Fred  Competed 
whistling  softly  an  air  from  one  of  the 
operas. 

Seeing  me  In  the  hall,  apparently  on 
guard,  he  started,  slowly  hung  up  his 
tart,  Ux  down  again,  asked  for  his 
sister,  and  seemed  vary  much  surprised 
when  I  told  him  she  had  company? 

!*«e«fi»a d  better  go  to,"  I  said,  "  for  I 
fear  she  is  in  trouble,  *  r, 

"Oh,  hang  it!"  was  his  rough  re¬ 
sponse.  “she’s  always  in  trouble.  I 


hf  sat  beside, 
hb  can  tell  with 
i.i  ordsfrHupon 


waifs  ‘in¬ 
ti  emption? 


fluence  hasgone  toward  hi 
Hs  took  the  child  across  t 
bakery,  and  saw  tiiat  she 
gave  her  some  pieces  of  ail 
use,,  and  then  was  setm^t 
street andgo  with  thflgii 
home.  T^e  repqrtst  an 
grant  that,  with  such  aw 
dilation  would  surely  foH< 
than  this,  he  felt  sure  that 
that  man  was  so  much  but,-  . —  - — 
urallv  stronger  than  the  4vil  one,  that 
•ome  holy  influences  wool*  yet  combine 


tg  durtas 
nearly  il 
a  the  pub- 


have  an  errand  down  town,  andmust  be 

excused." 

He  turned,  and  there,  facing  him,; 
standing  on  the  doorstep,  was  another 


has  been  undermined  an 
to  be  remelted,  and  ata  h 
ed  high  on  the  farther  si 
to  await  awhile  another 
"baptism  of  fire."  For 
can  one  .sea  exactly  rt 
The  fountains  die  in  one 
out  instantly  in  another, 

a  I.a _ ii  m _  * _ 


leaves  a  trail  of  light  behir 
and  dies  as  another  depoei 
tic  figure  high  up  on  the 
As  night  approaches  the  b 
still  deeper  red.  Tta*  spar 
come  more  blinding  in  tJ 


le  in  the 
five  per 
e  coun- 
1  for  al* 
r.  And 
«8  who 


Aftora  lew  more  talks  Mary  concluded 
to  semi  for  the  wonum.  and. accordingly, 
dispatched  ^  letter  as  the  advertisement 
required. 

•K  my  wi/*‘  011  ®J  return 

tha»dasrv"  ffte  came,  she  saw,  she  con¬ 
quered.  ’ 

“  Bather  Gbsarean,"  said  I.  "  I  trust 
^  general  to  pettiooats.  Tell 
me  all  ibotlt  it;”  and  I  seated  myself 
oppceito  the  c**sy  si tling-nxim  flrefb^ 
gtantaf  to  dfead  the  intrusion  of  a  third 
party. 

"She  aamo  here  about  noon.”  said 
Mary,  "a  peculiar,  prim  looking  wo 
man.  in  a  plain  traveling-dress.  Her 

jj^han)  and  piano,  and  to  very  wsJj 


while,  but  she  wiH  never  allow 
She  does  not  do  herself  justice,  d# 
think?  A  wife) had  better'  forest 
children  than  neglect  nearer  tioa" 
‘What  do  you  mean.  M«—  Ca 
St5.r  Ja?ked;  tarn ta^to ward  hex. 

Something  to  her  manner -in 
voice— m^uie  me  aosry. 


uiated  to  drettcy  both  life 
/twit  was  filled  with  ex- 
*als,  mad  opened  by  Jgno- 
mee,  life  would  moot  oer- 
ecp  the  forfeit. 

I  look  with  distrust  upon 
sements  as  the  one  mutt 
►ry  tand  though  that  *Hm 


W^MW«lbat«r  Mar 
In  I k4  mm«  ot  nU  Kf  • 

Cna  I  no*  bniinre  my  *  ‘  h 

Anmly  I  have  not  goo#  ernry  ’  j  y 
W*U.  U  lfa»  doo  l  beat  the 
Mar  I  hatch  a  chicken."  f 

Long  ebe  pondered  o’er  the  mStk 
O'#*  Uue  Knnge  hallucuwuoo. 

_l/er  this  rooet  complete  deoaplil^; 

Then  she  apwred  down  to  bosfosw. 
dad  «n#  laid  aaoiber  eru,  j;j 

Though  ate  )uree  it  wne  e-mie^ig. 
Though  she  scratched  around  litter. 
In  her  efcrta  to  espy  it-  . : 

But  why  make  the  etory  longer! 

Thus  in  fatal  repetition,  ir 

Ot  On*  eggy  operatKia,  *  *  P 

■- — [-j  (be  day  until  the  evenly 
Worn  the  owner  came  to  Sod  tar. 

Foun-i  her  naught  except  her 
Half  h*r  bill  aod  some  pin  fea^Mre. 

While  within  the  bo*  beneath 

Wlj era  that  tooling  elide  had  triced  them. 

Found,  he  egg*  *  hell-u-buebeL  i 

(soae,  hsrote  Henawatba' 

Died  .be  in  the  neet  ol  duty. 

Victim  ol  man  •  vile  dec  option, 

*  irriy  she  most  have  intertoe^L 
With  that  neet  as  her  sepulchre^ 

Fi.r  *he  layefl  hetnell  within  it. 

—  CfHeinruiU  Gradgt'flvlltlin. 


HOW  AH  ADmnSBMEIT  WAS  AHWERED. 


•A  middle-aged  lady  woulti'  like  to 
become  housekeeper  in  a  small  family 
during  tlie  winter  months.  No  wages 
required  ;  best  of  references  givijp.” 

This  singular  advertisement  fnet  tny 
eyes  one  morning  while  I  sat  alone  at. 
the  breakfast- table,  reading  tHc  Dady 
Rem.  'if 

I’wo  of  the  children  werei^Jick,  an 
inefficient  servant  added  to  omijtroubte, 
my  wife’s  health  had  nearly  gH*en  W!iy 
under  her  housekeeping  cares.  Sttfl  every¬ 
thing  seemed  to  rae  on  tliM  special 
morning  going  to  the  dogs. 

My  situation  was  a  good  odSL  and  my 
salary  fair,  but  then  the  doefpr’s  bills 
were’  untisually  large,  andvjoi  cook 
wasteful,  because  Mary— that >1  my  wife 
— coul(j  not  attend  to  her  kHshen  !ind 
take  care  of  the  sick  children  at  the 
same  time. 

Mary,  allow  me  to  say  here.’^b  on«of 
the  sweetjest  of  sweet  womefc,  not  only 
in  face,  expression  and  mannets,  but  in 
taste,  in  dfess.  and  all  the  etcetpras  that 
make  a  man’s  home  the  beat  |J(lace  this 
side  of  heaven.  She  thorough Iv  enjoyed 
everythin  that  I  did— art.  rru&ir,  liter¬ 
ature,  and,  during  the  first  twp  years  of 
our  married  life,  we  were  librrally  in 
paradise.  I  ,7c-  n.?|  ^e 

^^xniniaa  oven  very  fond  of  sooffty. 

Then  the  little  ones  eam^^nd  they 
were  welcome:  but  troubles ialhe  shape 
of  accident*,  illness,  constant  ifrd  petty 
cares,  cams  with  them'-  j  J 
Jack,  our  eldest,  was  now  sevfn;  Pom, 

.  five;  Alice,  our  fairy  Httle  gfcfl,  tiiree; 
and  the  little  crib  in  the  roofit^up  stairs 
held  a  rosy  beauty  who  did  ntjUnng  but 

Tom  and  Jack,  however, w^xj  healthy, 
energetic  and  consequently  triiAble*.*mc. 

Mary  managed  them  wi'th  Alim  feoul 
umil  scarlet  fever  took  up  im  VoestljL'ut 
abode  with  us  for  nearly  tw#.fisattai. 

Mary  grew  thin  and  ^I|ite  with 
watching  and  anxietj,  for  oujisro  noMc, 
handsoi  e  boys  are  her  idols  jaknd  sira  c 
the  fevc.  left  them  with  mw  a  little 
ailment  which  could  only  t*f  remov-  d 
with  care  and  time,  tbs  tender- heart.Hi 
woman  had  forgotten  almost  everything 
but  their  welfare. 

Hence  the  *»ofc  had  her  0*rn  sweet 
wHl.  notcmB  In  the  kltobeni  but  aKau 
the  house:  and.  to  tell  the  tr(jth,  it  was 
neither  comfortable  nor  p!eai(jpt  for  uie. 

Only  the  day  before,  the  doctor  foul 
said  that  the  boys  woql!  require 
constant  attention  oil  tktough  the 
wtater.  What  was  to  be  «ie,  if 
fore;  bat  kubmit  to  its  verflfct-  The 
consequence  was  that  I  a.e  nr  mea’s  de¬ 
prived  of  the  light  ol  Mary's  CottMen an c 
—that  Mary  herself  was,  groxiiig  more 
and  more  hollow-eyed,  land  looked  no 
longer  like  the  neat,  trim  iittVlady.  so 
anxious  to  be  the  ali-in-all  in  a  hus¬ 
band’s  partial  eyes.  , 

%  "  If  I  only  bad  a  sister  dr  a*  aunt." 

she  often  said,  "you  would  not  e  so 
lonely  ;  but  you  married  a  wtxman  with¬ 
out  relations.” 

For  which— though  1  diff  qu  tell  her 
so — I  hope  I  am  reasmablv  tlSckftil. 

t>ne  morning— by- th. •-bye' ft  was  the 
very  morning  I  ha»l  read  tiiefodvertise- 
raent-  -my  wife  came  pantfijr  to  the 
tabl  ,  a  smiling  cherub  ra  her  arms,  and 
sat  down  to  htrr  cold  cofleftarying  ic 
sniile^  I  bad  marked  thq  advertise 

•  meat  m  the  Item  with  mv  pencil,  and 
now  I  hud  it  before  her.  She  read  it, 
andher  face  brightened. 

“  think  o{  toeing  this 

wevnan?”  j;  asked.  "  She  onto  sei-ms  to 
want  a  home  during  the  hard  times  and 
we  are  ab!«  to  afford  that,  I  hope.  If 
she  can  ovprsee  the  house  and  ‘  legislate’ 
the  cook,  and  give  yon  more  time  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  boy*— your  humble  servant 
indudes  h.mtolf”— I  added,  laughin* 
what  a  blessing  she  will  be!” 

“  I  disliks  to  think  ot  a  stranger  com¬ 
ing  to  the  house.  ’  said  Marvv 
"So  do  1:  buf^  remember,  in  a  little 
time  she  will  no  longer  be  a  stranger- 
besides,  ifshe  is  a  capable  woman,  she 
will  take  entire  charge  of  the  premises 
9*  pouree.  we  needn^t  have,  her  if  we 
rffoo  t  hke  ber%ppearance  or  her  refer - 


“Worss  aad  worse,”  thought J; 
then  said  aloud .  But  what  abota  n 

principal  reference  is  Judge 

advocate,  aad  between  them  ta4h  we 
shall  probably  get  a  satisfactory  certlfi- 

The  funniest  part  of  tiris  ’- 
narrative  U  that  1  did  netther,  but  ah 
lowed  the  matter  to  drift  away  from  mj 

On  the  whole,  I  ShMight  I  bad  bet- 
.  She  can  oome  here  aad  stay  awhile, 
and  if  we  suit  each  other,  of  course  ab« 
will  remain.  In  (act,  we  must  bavs 
somebody  your  wsafort  must  be  looked 
after.  A*  il  ia.  shela  at  some  expeiue, 
u  boarding,  of  course,  uses  op  what  lit¬ 
tle  money  she  may  chance  to  have,  I 
told,  her  to  come  to-morrow  and  m  i 
little  need  to  the  bouse.  Did  I  do 

I  am  inclined  to  think  yon  did,”  was 
my  reply,  **  Beat  to  have  the  strange¬ 
ness  over  aa  soon  as  possible.” 

"  But  there’s  one  thing  I  am  stire  you 
won’t  like.”  said  Mary,  after  a  brief 

"  Well,  w  bat’s  that  r  I  asked. 

"  She  wears  spectacles. 

"  Horror!’*  was  mv  rei< 

"Bine  ones!" 

"  M  orse  aad  worse :  ’  . .  _  , 

•  I  knew  just  bow  you  would  (W; 
but  she  has  very  pleasant  eyes  under 
them,  and  ah*  thinks  she  may  *oon  be 
able  to  dispense  with  them  altogether. 

•  Then  I  will  endkavor  to  endure  the 
infliction  wftb  th*  best  grace  I  can. 
How  does  she  look  r*  , 

"  That’s  a  woman’s  question,  and  I 
shan't  answer.”  said  mv  wife,  laughing. 
"However.  I  will  ray  that  she  is  tall 
and  fair,  with  blue  eyes,  blue  dress  and 
a  blue  veil." 

“Blue  seems  to  be  the  prervaifing 
color,”  I  said;  and  there  the  conversa¬ 
tion  stopped,  tea  being  brought  inw 
On  the  following  day  I  came  home  to 
company,  fn  other  words,  I  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  Mis*  Campstcd,  and  by  attalth 
took  an  inventory  of  her  charms,  for  the 
lady  was  rather  good-looking.  She 
wore  a  small,  plain  cap  and  the  blue 
spectacles  aforesaid  The  hair,  put 
smoothly  hack,  showed  ripples  on  the 
1  surface;  the  features  were  small  and 
,  regular,  but  at  first  I  was  not  pleased 
I  with  their  expression,  though  I  oould 
I  not  have  told  why.  ^ 

The  dominant  thought  with  me  was 
that  Mary  couM  rest;  and,  with  a  mind 
I  wholly  at  ease,  give  herself  np  to  the  care 
of  her  little  ones  for  a  season. 

For  a  few  weeks  things  went  on  as 
smoothly  as  I  oould  dssire.  The  coffee 
speedily  improved  to  color  and  flavor, 
the  tea  was.  tfelicious.  Little  entrees 
made,  their  appearance  which  before  our 
circumstances  had  not  seemed  to  war¬ 
rant.-  The  table  was  always  in  order, 
even  at  times  decorated  with  flowers, 
and  the  work  was  well  done,  and  as  if 
performed  bv  some  invisible  agency. 

"  Harry,  sne  is  positively  a  treasure, 
said  mv  wife  to  rae,  one  evening,  after 
we  had  retired  to  our  roomT  "  I  have  so 
much  more  time,  now,  to  attend  to  baby 
anjd  the  children.  Miss  Competed  fa  an 
admirable  manager  and  she  has  some 
very  nice-looking  people  to  visit  her." 
“Has  she  many  visitors?”  I  asked. 

I  thought  she  talked  as  if  she  were  a 
■ n< 
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